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513 PM Candle Lighting
5:00 PM  Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat
9:30 AM  Morning Services

Kiddush after Mussaf Take a moment to imagine the horrific scene as the entire Jewish nation -

5.00 PM  Mincha men, women, and children - stood on the banks of the Yam Suf. Coming up

617 PM Shabbat Ends quickly behind them, the most powerful and ruthless army in the world was
chasing them, while the waters of the Yam Suf trapped them from the front.
We can only imagine the panic that the Jewish nation was experiencing. They

thought they were about to witness their entire nation being wiped out. As
they said to Moshe Rabbenu, “What have you done to us? It would have been preferable for us

to die in Egypt than to die in the desert.” Every Jewish person knows that the only thing one
— can do in such a circumstance is pray and shout out to Hashem. This is exactly what Moshe
Rabbenu did. However, Hashem'’s response to Moshe Rabbenu’s prayer is completely
shocking: “Why are you shouting out (praying) to Me? Tell Bnei Yisrael to start traveling [into
the seal” Hashem's response is very hard to digest, as the Ohr Hachaim asks, if they shouldn’t
shout out to Hashem, who should they shout out to?! Even when one calls out to Hashem and
is not answered, the Gemara teaches us that one must not give up hope. Instead, one should
continue praying, as it says, #39&n 7N NIj71 127 YnNN'l 710 ;#39&N 7N NIj7;. This means that one
should hope to Hashem (pray to Him), and if one sees he was not answered, he should
strengthen his heart and pray to Hashem, again. What, then, lies behind Hashem'’s response to
Moshe Rabbenu? The Midrash says, when Hashem wanted to split the Yam Suf for the Jews
] b and drown the Egyptians, there was a big commmotion in the Heavenly court. The prosecuting
'1 ‘5. 3 = angels asked, “what exactly is the difference between the Jewish people and the Egyptians?
The Egyptians are idol worshippers and Bnei Yisrael are as well.” Even though Hashem wanted
to save the Jewish people, they needed additional good deeds to give power to the Attribute

TH Is PAST of Mercy (0'nnN1n NTN) to save them. The Ohr Hachaim explains, since the Jewish people were
so greatly lacking good deeds that would stand behind them, prayer simply would not suffice.

TH U Rs DAY For this reason, Hashem said, “why are you screaming out to Me?” Meaning, even though |

would love to answer your prayers, the Jewish people require merits to subdue the fierce

We had a fantastic judgment prosecuting against them. Therefore, Hashem said to tell Bnei Yisrael to travel
i i straight into the water before the sea would split. Through this action, they would exhibit
time and shiur strong trust in Hashem (jinV2), which would be a great merit for the Jewish people and
subdue the evil forces. Then, and only then, would Hashem be able to split the sea for them.
COME OUT AND JOIN USs What a powerful lesson can be taken from this episode. The Jewish people were in such a
TO UPLIFT YOUR WEEK! severe situation that even the prayers of Moshe Rabbenu could not assist them. Nevertheless,
TRY IT ONCE! YOU'LL SEE! when they strengthened their faith in Hashem, which led to their trust in Hashem'’s salvation,

they merited, for that reason, the tremendous and awesome miracle of the splitting of the sea.
Get in touch with Rabbi MG by email at rabbimg@countryshul.org
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KASHRUT

The JBCT and the Country Shul welcomes
you to join us on a night about a Kosher
home as wellas Q & A

Wednesday, February 8th at 8:30pm
Jewish Bukharian Community of Toronto
9225 Bathurst Street Top Floor

Men and women Invited

Refreshments will be served
any questions or concerns please contact (647)-324-9221

DU D3N
Rabbi MG 647-588-9967

Get in touch with Rabbi MG by email at rabbimg@countryshul.org
THE COUNTRY SHUL
9225 Bathurst St Richmond Hill, ON
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