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Friday, November 21
st
, Erev Shabbat 

 

Candle Lighting no later than         4:29 PM 

Mincha  (Afternoon Service)         4:29 PM 

Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat & Maariv 

 

Saturday, November 21
st
, 

 

Shacharit (Morning Services)         9:00 AM 

Children’s Program        10:00 AM 

Blessing the new month Kislev    10:45 AM 

Mincha           4:20 PM 

Followed by Seudah Shelishit and 

Maariv at           5:33 PM  

Shabbat Ends (Gaonim)         5:33 PM 

 (Rabbeinu Tam)         5:59 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

Rabbi Krupnick’s class on Sunday evening 

in Russian will take place at 8:00 PM. 

 

Rabbi Stern’s class is will take place on 

Sunday @ 8:00 PM at the Shul. 

 

All classes are for both men and women 

unless otherwise stated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The weekly Shabbat Kiddush table at the 

Shul is a place of blessing, schmoozing, and 

simcha. After our Shabbat and holiday 

morning services, stick around for kiddush 

along with a short dvar torah. If you are 

celebrating a birth,  a bar/bat mitzvah, 

birthday, engagement, marriage, landed a 

great job, yahrzeit or just want to feed your 

friends, please contact Sarah Weitz or e-mail 

your request to 

countryshulkiddush@hotmail.com to 

sponsor kiddush at the Shul. 

 

Standard kiddush- cake, crackers, herring, 

pop- $75.00-( all kiddushes include paper 

goods, plastic cutlery, napkins,etc. 

 

Deluxe Kiddush- the above plus cholent             

$100.00 

 

Special Deluxe- extras such Kugel, salads, - 

these will be determined in  

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

CLASSES 

SHUL KIDDUSHES 

Kiddush 

 

This week’s Kiddush and Seudah 

Shelishit is being sponsored by the 

Rabbi and Mrs. Shmuel Steier in 

celebration of the Rabbi’s position as 

Chatan Torah. 

mailto:countryshulkiddush@hotmail.com


accordance with the cost of the menu 

  

In an effort to better structure the booking 

and preparation for kiddushes at the Shul, 

we are offering three levels of sponsorship 

at attractive pricing.  Call early to avoid 

disappointment. 

 

 

 

 

 

By Rabbi Yosef Edelstein 

 

What are the scenes in this week’s Torah 

portion that someone is most likely to 

remember a few days from now?  

 

I should make clear that I am speaking of a 

person who takes the time to read the 

parsha, in a language that he or she 

understands! To quietly listen to the public 

recitation of the Torah in synagogue (for 

those who attend) is praiseworthy, but if you 

don’t comprehend much biblical Hebrew, 

then the experience cannot be all that 

intellectually (or spiritually) rewarding. SO 

READ THE PARSHA IN ENGLISH IF 

NEED BE AT HOME, IN SHUL, OR 

WHEREVER.  

 

Back to our original question. What are the 

scenes in this week’s Torah portion that 

someone is most likely to remember a few 

days from now? 

 

I would imagine that people will remember 

Avraham patiently bargaining with a 

conniving local chieftain for a plot of land in 

Chevron [Hebron] to bury his departed wife, 

Sara (and showing extraordinary self-

restraint in the process). Perhaps they will 

remember the first description of Rivka 

(who will become the wife of Avraham’s 

son, Yitzhak), energetically tending to the 

needs of Avraham’s servant, Eliezer, and his 

camels, upon their arrival at her home from 

the Land of Canaan. Perhaps also, Rivka’s 

first glimpse of the awesome Yitzhak, and 

her immediate response of covering her face 

with a veil the source of the "bedecken" 

ceremony at a Jewish wedding, when the 

groom veils his bride right before the 

chupah will stick in their minds.  

 

But there is a large portion of the parsha 

which may seem, well, somewhat pedestrian 

and not especially memorable. Much space 

is taken up with a lengthy description of the 

mission that Eliezer, Avraham’s servant, 

undertakes at his master’s behest: to travel 

to the home of Avraham’s nephew, Besuel, 

to find a bride for Yitzhak (from the 

extended family), so that the process of 

building the Jewish nation can proceed. The 

outcome of that mission is surely important 

but what can we learn from all the details of 

the story along the way? 

 

Well, as is the case with every verse (and 

word) of the Torah, the answer is: PLENTY! 

There is a whole lot to learn from the story 

of Eliezer and his journey. We will focus on 

just one aspect here. 

 

We see in Eliezer, our commentaries note, 

the model of a faithful servant (eved, in 

Hebrew).  

 

Note (when you read the parsha!) the 

alacrity with which he carries out his 

master’s desire, and the pride and absolute 

devotion with which he speaks of Avraham.  

 

When he arrives at the well outside the city 

of Avraham’s nephew, he calls on Hashem 

to help his mission succeed: "And he said, 

Hashem, G-d of my master, Avraham, may 

You so arrange it for me this day that You 

do kindness with my master, Avraham." 

When Divine Providence causes the young 

Rivka (from Avraham’s own family the very 

people whom Eliezer is seeking!) to 

suddenly appear at the well, Eliezer 

expresses his gratitude: "So the man bowed 

low, and prostrated himself to Hashem. He 

said, Blessed is Hashem, G-d of my master, 

Avraham, Who has not withheld His 

THOUGHTS ON THE PARSHA 



kindness and truth from my master." And 

when he follows Rivka to her home, and is 

brought inside (convinced that she is the one 

chosen by Heaven for Yitzhak), he opens his 

speech to the family again with humility and 

gratitude: "Then he said, A servant of 

Avraham am I. Hashem has greatly blessed 

my master, and he prospered" 

 

The Sfas Emes (great modern commentary 

on the Torah) cites the Zohar, the central 

work of Jewish mysticism, which praises 

Eliezer for how he glories in being (and 

publicly identifying himself as) the faithful 

"servant of Avraham." The Sfas Emes writes 

that we should emulate Eliezer, and serve G-

d with the level of faithfulness and devotion 

that he showed to his master. We should 

glory in having been chosen (as Jews) to 

carry out the will of Hashem (as expressed 

in the Torah), we should always praise G-d 

for the privilege [yes, privilege] of being 

able to serve Him! Just as Eliezer cherished 

the designation of "servant," so should we 

Jews as well. "A servant of Hashem am I," 

should be our motto and our source of pride. 

 

The Sfas Emes writes that we should 

particularly try to awaken in ourselves the 

feeling of pride in being servants of G-d, 

and a longing to get closer to Him, when we 

recite the Shema each day. For the Shema is 

is nothing but the (wholehearted) declaration 

of our acceptance of the Kingship and Unity 

of G-d. It is meant to be our own deeply felt 

and personal expression of loyalty unto G-d 

(and His Torah), our "pledge of allegiance" 

to the One King, the Holy One Blessed be 

He. "A servant of Hashem am I!" 

 

The designation of "servant" does not sound 

so glamorous to our ears. We all love to be 

masters.   

 

But there is actually great dignity and honor 

in being a servant at least if your master is a 

pillar of kindliness, justice and 

righteousness, as was Avraham. And even 

more so if your master is the One Whom 

Avraham himself served--Who breathes a 

soul (neshama) into every human being, 

creating him or her in His image, and 

endowing us with the ability to reason, to 

choose good over evil, and to elevate all of 

Creation with our acts of righteousness. To 

be a servant of such a master is some 

distinction in itself.  

 

Then, further, to be a part of the Jewish 

people, blessed with the opportunity to 

connect to G-d through even more "divine 

pathways" (i.e., the 613 mitzvot, or 

commandments of the Torah), with 

additional opportunities to bring holiness to 

this physical world. Why, we Jews should 

be dancing for joy, and singing in the 

streets: "A servant of Hashem am I!" [If a 

policeman stops you, you can just show him 

this parsha sheet!] 

 

Better (so as not to disturb our neighbors), 

we should be inwardly singing, and that joy 

should express itself outwardly in deeds of 

holiness and chesed (kindness), and in the 

devoted study of our great Torah. 

 

Remember that Moshe, our teacher, was 

described by the Torah (in the final verses of 

Deuteronomy) as nothing else than--or less 

than--a "servant of G-d (eved Hashem)! 

That is the greatest distinction of all. 

 

The classic work of Jewish ethics, Duties of 

the Heart, writes about the qualities a 

servant should show to his master: 

 

"He should honor him [the master]; exalt 

him with his tongue and in his heart; praise 

and thank him by day and by night; recall 

his beneficence in private and in public; 

recount his glory and praise as befits him; 

run to do his service with joy and good 

intentions, out of love for him, to find favor 

before him, to draw near to his will." 

[Feldheim edition; I, p. 299] 

 

That is a perfect description of the behavior 

of Eliezer, faithful servant of Avraham. And 



it can be a guide for us (as is the example of 

Eliezer himself) in our own (lifelong) 

mission to become "servants of Hashem." 

 

 

 

By Rabbi Doniel Neustadt 

KIRUV RECHOKIM: IS EVERYTHING 

PERMITTED?  

Of paramount important to Orthodox Jewry 

today is kiruv rechokim, bringing our fellow 

Jews back to religious observance. Thank G-

d, the concerted efforts of many devoted 

individuals and organizations have borne 

fruit, and thousands of Jews the world over 

have come back to their roots and become 

Torah observant. We must bear in mind, 

however, that although kiruv rechokim is 

supremely important, it does not supersede 

Halachah. "The ends justify the means" is a 

philosophy utterly rejected by the Torah, 

and compromising halachic standards for the 

sake of being mekarev is forbidden.  

KIRUV AT THE SHABBOS TABLE  

Since kiruv veterans agree that a most 

effective method of kiruv is the Shabbos 

invitation, let us review some of the 

potential trouble spots so that we do not 

transgress the Halachah while acting upon 

our good intentions:  

1. If the guest does not live within walking 

distance of our home, he should be invited 

for the entire Shabbos so that he does not 

drive home on our account. The guest 

should be told that according to Jewish law, 

it is prohibited for him to drive on Shabbos. 

Experienced kiruv workers maintain that 

when properly explained, the guest will 

often accede to the request.  

2. In the event that the guest will come for 

Shabbos only if he can drive home, there are 

authorities who permit inviting him anyway, 

provided that there is a reasonable chance 

that the invitation will lead to kiruv. The 

guest should be informed that sleeping 

quarters have been arranged for him and he 

may change his mind at any time and decide 

to sleep over. Since not all authorities agree 

with this leniency and not all cases are 

identical, the specific case should be 

presented to a rav for a final decision.  

3. When possible, a guest at our table should 

be asked to wash his hands before eating 

bread and to recite the proper blessing 

before and after food is eaten. If the guest 

cannot read the Hebrew text, he may recite 

the blessing in any language that he 

understands. Alternatively, the host may 

recite the blessings aloud while the guest 

listens and answers amen. If none of these 

suggestions are practical, it is permitted to 

serve him food, even though he will not 

wash his hands or recite a blessing, either 

before or after the meal.  

4. A non-observant Jew may be counted 

towards the minimum number of people 

required for zimun. Preferably, however, he 

should not be the one to lead the zimun.  

5. A female guest, whether single or 

married, must be dressed according to at 

least the minimum standards of tzenius.  

6. A married woman's hair should be 

covered while she is sitting at our table. If it 

is not, there are poskim who are lenient and 

allow devarim sh'bekedushah to be recited 

in her presence. One may rely on these 

poskim when no other alternative is 

practical.  

7. A female guest should be asked not to 

sing zemiros along with the family. If this 

will result in alienating a potential ba'alas 

teshuvah, there are some poskim who allow 

her to sing along with the rest of the family.  

OTHER KIRUV ISSUES  

HALACHA CORNER 



A sensitive issue that presents itself to just 

about anyone involved in kiruv is the 

problem of men and women shaking hands. 

Physical contact of this sort is a serious 

transgression and should be studiously 

avoided. Although kiruv professionals 

prepare themselves to deal with this 

problem, those of us who are not adept at 

handling such potentially embarrassing 

situations should not put ourselves in a 

position where we are liable to violate the 

Halachah.  

While teaching a non-observant Jew how to 

recite a blessing, it is permitted for the host 

to recite Hashem's name.  

Before learning Torah with a potential ba'al 

teshuvah, it is proper - when possible - to 

have him recite Birchos ha-Torah. When 

studying with a girl or with a woman, 

though, one need not be particular to do so.  

SHABBAT  SHALOM

 

 


